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with his distinguished prisoner, hastened after the fleet
himself. It is noteworthy that from this episode until
the Armada reached the North Sea the narrative Is
silent as to the doings of Drake.
The luck of the Spaniards deserted them when they
lay to outside Plymouth. Only a commander preoccu-
pied with the military dispositions on shore, and secure
in his own impregnable strength, could have made such
a blunder. All the way up-Channel the unhappy and
bewildered crews had no surcease from disaster. The
great galleon San Salvador, carrying the Paymaster-
General of the Armada and his cargo of money, blew
up. A Flemish master gunner, says Ubaldino, whose
family life had been disrupted by the gallantries of
Spanish officers in Cadiz, was upbraided fay the captain
and struck with a cane, as though he were a slave at
the oar. Retreating below, he put a lighted linstock
in a barrel of powder and plunged into the sea through
a gun port. The whole deck of the galleon was lifted
off, including the poop-castle, with the force of the ex-
plosion. Nearly two hundred men went into the air.
Long after the smoking hulk was left behind by the
fleet, Lord Thomas Howard came up to inspect her
and found fifty charred and mutilated Spaniards lying
among the wreckage, still living but almost unapproach-
able through the stench of their burning flesh. They
were sent ashore, and the wreck was found to contain
not only money, but powder uninjured in the lower
holds.
In twenty-four hours the Armada had lost two flag-
ships, one admiral, seven hundred and fifty men, and a
hundred thousand ducats. One other ship was out of
action and many hundreds of men were wounded. The
English had lost neither a single ship nor a single
man. The ports were jammed with volunteers. Lord